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The Parsonage of St«  John's Church 
635 Pearl Street 
Elizabeth, Union County, New Jersey 

Owner and occupant:  Mrs.  Carmela Tavormina 

Dates  of Erection:     Original house  1696-7,   rebuilt 1817; 
minor wing 1765 

Architect:     Unknown 

Builder:   (Owners) Andrew Hampton in 1696-7j   the  parish 
in 1765  and 1817 

Present Condition;     "Extensive and complete  repairs"   in 
1857.    Now occupied as  two  or three 
family apartment house 

Number  of Stories:     Two and one-half  over cellar in main 
unit;   one and one-half in wing 

Materials  of Construction: 
Foundation - stone masonry 
Exteriorwalls  - brick 
Interior walls  - brick party wall and frame 

partitions  plastered 
.    Porches  - front verandah added 1857.     Three 

story porches  in rear are modern addition 
Chimneys  - brick,  built  into inside  of  gable 

end walls 
Roof - gambrel  on main unit,  gable  on wing, 

both covered with modern composition 
shingles 

Historical Data: 

In a letter dated 29 May 1750 from the Wardens 
and Vestrymen of St. John's Church, Elizabeth Town, to 
the Society for the Propagation of the G-ospel, London, 
(by which missionaries of the Church of England were 
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maintained in the Colonies), the wrlters(a) 
expressed thanks for Mr. Wood being ordered to 
officiate in their congregation once or twice a 
month, they having been without a minister for 
almost three years. They also stated that "We 
have been at such an expense in purchasing a 
Parsonage House and in getting a bell, besides 
the constant expense we are at In maintaining 
Mr. Chandler, that we fear we shall be able to do 
but little towards Mr. Wood's support*" Mr. Chandler, 
the catechist for the parish, sailed for England, was 
ordained priest there in the summer of 1751 and 
appointed resident missionary for Elizabeth Town, 
Hew Jersey, where he returned before November of that 
year and became the first occupant of the house 
mentioned. The history of that parsonage is as 
follows; 

By deed of 11 December 1749, John Emmott 
and wife Mary of Elizabeth Town, Essex County, Hew 
Jersey, conveyed to John Halsted, Henry Garthwait, 
William Ricketts, Jacob De Hart, Peter Trombly, 
Matthias De Hart, Jonathan Hampton and Matthias 
Williamson, all of that Town, for 162 Founds, Hew 
Jersey money at 8 shillings the ounce, "All that house 
and lott of ground in Elizabeth Town, on the south side 
of Elizabeth Town Creek, opposite a large v/hite house 
now or late belonging to Mr. Peter Schuyler." Follow- 
ing the description of the property lines, the boundaries 
of the lot are given as the lands of Samuel Whltehead on 
the east, a street on the south and another on the west, 
and the creek or river on the north, the lot containing 
3 acres more or less.  Ey an assignment dated 18 February 
1765, evidently attached to this deed, the grantees, 
being a committee acting for the congregation, formally 
transferred "the within mentioned dwelling house, lott 
of land and premises" to the Hector, Church Wardens and 
Vestrymen of St. John's Church, in consideration of 5 
shillings, 

(a)Peter Tranbles and Henry Garthwait (d. 1774 in 71st yr.), 
Church Wardens; John Halstead, Col. Jacob DeEart (d. 1777 in 
78th yr.) and Dr. Matthias DeHart (d. 1766 in 43d yr.), 
Vestrymen. (Rev. S.A, Clarke, The Hist, of St. John's Church, 
Elizabeth Town, H.J., 1857, pp. 65 etc.) 

(b) Copy of the deed in full appears in Clarke, cited in 
note (a), pages 185 and 60. 
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The house thus acquired in 1749 for a 
parsonage, or "glebe" as the English church termed 
such, was near the center of the village.  It was 
erected by Andrew Hampton and wife Margaret as 
testified by two corner stones inscribed the one 
with their initials and date 1696 and the other 
with their names and date 1697. These stones were 
described in 1857(c) as being in the foundation of 
the parsonage at that time. The house had been 
enlarged in 1765 by the addition which in 1857 
contained the rector's study and the dining room. 

During the term of the Rev. John C* Rudd 
as rector (1805-26), the older unit of the Parsonage 
was rebuilt in 1817 at a cost of $5000# It was 
described by a later rector, writing in 1857, as 
being "now a commodious and substantial brick edifice, 
having recently, by the liberality of the congregation, 
undergone extensive and complete repairs*"(d) The 
inscribed stone tablet in the front wall of the house 
(see photo) testifies to these facts, 

A stone tablet at the right of the front 
entrance door records the reestahlishment of the 
parsonage to be St, John's Home on 23 April 1885. 
By deeds of 2 March previous, the officers of the 
church had become trustees of the same, "for a 
missionary Home for Charitable purposes connected 
with Saint John's Church and parish" with power to 
sell and convey the property or any part thereof for 
the support of the said home.  In this conveyance, a 
lot having 100 foot frontage on the north side of 
Pearl St, and extending 230 feet north to the Creek, 
and described as part of the land conveyed to the 
church on 18 February 1765 and in their possession 
ever since, was concerned.(e) 

(c) Clarke, cited above, p, 60, Engravings showing the 
house before rebuilding in 1817 and as it appeared in 
1857, opp. pp, 60 and 171, 

(d) Ibid, p, 62 

(e) Union County Deed Book 171, pp, 568 and 571 
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Subsequently, "by deed of 1st December 
1902, the church sold and conveyed the same house 
and lot to Pasquale G-irolamo and wife* of Hew YorK 
City, who in turn passed it to Carmelo Tavormina 
and wife and Rose Genova, widow, by deed of 23 
September 1919, of whom the second as a widow is 
the owner and occupant of the first floor at the 
time of our survey of the house in September 1940, 

Reference: 

Search of title in the land and probate 
records of Union and of Essex Counties 
by James Hanlon, H.A» B»S« abstractor 
received 15 October 1940 

Supervising" Historian 

Approved: 

f6&dmamjL 
SEYMOUR WILLIAMS , "" F .A. I .A. 
District Officer 


